
February 20, 2026

Good morning Turf Club Members,

WHY DO HEAVILY BET FAVORITES LOSE?

Good question Trackpro!  Favorites lose somewhere 
between sixty to seventy percent of all races run at 
every track in the country. Not everyday of course, but 
over time for sure. So, racing fans should keep in mind 
that every time they empty their wallets on horses that 
leave the gate as the heavily bet post time favorite, they
are most likely going to lose every penny of their hard 
earned money!  Now think about that for a moment. By 
betting the horse that the general public thinks has the 

best chance to win, and that includes the wisdom gleaned from thousands of 
racing fans scouring the racing headlines, studying the past performances, 
betting top jockeys and trainers, tracking tote board odds, and using so called 
“consensus” selections from professionals, they are still going to lose most of 
the time.  So does betting the post time favorite to win make any financial sense 
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at all?  The answer is probably sometimes, but only under certain circumstances
for sure.  And one of those circumstances for Trackpro personally, is that at an 
absolute minimum, the favorite must be at least 9/5 odds or higher on the tote 
board.

TEN POSSIBLE REASONS WHY POST TIME FAVORITES LOSE

1 The horse may have won previous races against weak competition, 
or under ideal conditions that will not repeat.

2 A wet or muddy track, or a surface the horse has not previously 
raced on. 

3 The favorite is coming off a long layoff, and may not be in top form.

4 The favorite is showing inconsistent workouts, or has never had a 
workout over the track.

5 The favorite is trying a new distance for the first time, or has failed to
win at the distance in previous races. 

6 The favorite is moving up in class.

7 The favorite is making its first career start.

8 The favorite is going off form, or may have expended too much 
energy in its last race. 

9 The favorite stumbled, or did not break well from the gate.

10 The favorite experienced traffic problems during the race, or took a 
bad turn, or was forced to run wide.

So here is my point: Knowing that favorites are more likely to lose than win by a 
wide margin, does it make financial sense to wager to win on such horses? With
a few exceptions, the answer for the most part is NO!  Racing fans that hope to 
profit at the race track betting to win, should steer far clear of the post time 
favorite, and especially so if the odds are below even money. The betting public 
has a strong tendency to bet horses way below their actual chance of winning, 
and that is a major problem for racing fans hoping to walk out of the track, or 
their simulcast center with a profit in their pockets. And then of course the track 
takeout also needs to be considered.  Favorites will finish first or second in 
about sixty percent of the races run, or thereabouts, so sometimes it may make 
sense to use them when combined with overlays in an Exacta, or maybe even 
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the Daily Double. Listed below are four horrendous examples of losing favorites 
from the racing at Mahoning Valley this past Wednesday:

   MAHONING VALLEY – 02/18/2026 – R1 - FAVORITE LOST AT 80 CENTS!

   MAHONING VALLEY – 02/18/2026 – R3 - FAVORITE LOST AT 20 CENTS!

   MAHONING VALLEY – 02/18/2026 – R7 - FAVORITE LOST AT 1.70!

   MAHONING VALLEY – 02/18/2026 – R8 - FAVORITE LOST AT 40 CENTS!

FAVORITES – RISK VERSUS REWARD
Another key point Trackpro wants to make in this newsletter is that racing fans 
should not count on any horse to win, just because the betting public has 
pounded the odds down to pennies on the dollar!  Trackpro listed ten reasons 
why a favorite could lose in the table above, and there are obviously many more

reasons which I have not listed. What about the possibility of a
jockey falling off the horse, or the stewards disqualifying a 
horse for interference, or for some other infraction. But the 
betting public does not seem to care one bit about risk versus 
reward do they?  No, they do not. The betting public tends to 
think like a “herd” sort of speak, putting their hard earned 

money on the favorite to win regardless of the odds, probably thinking to 
themselves that “somebody must know something”, or saying to themselves 
“Not everybody can be wrong”.  Well, if those two statements were true, why did 
the four heavily bet horses shown above lose at Mahoning Valley?  And 
yesterday at Aqueduct, the post time favorite lost in seven of the eight races run!
Now there are days when the favorite will win the majority of races too, but that 
does not negate the horse racing risk versus reward equation one bit. The fact 
remains that horse racing is competitive and risky, and there is no such thing as 
a “lock” no matter how much money the betting public wagers on a horse. 
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The TRACKPRO 9/5 WAGERING RULE is based on the premise that horses 
bet below 9/5 odds on the tote board as shown below in the table, are probably 
bet well below there actual chances of winning the race. In other words, these 
horses are heavily bet underlays for the most part, and should be avoided in my 
opinion. For racing fans that insist on betting horses below 9/5 odds, here is a 
table of the expected payoffs if the horse wins:

ODDS PAYOFF

1/9 $2.20

1/5 $2.40

2/5 $2.80

1/2 $3.00

3/5 $3.20

4/5 $3.60

1-1 $4.00

6/5 $4.40

7/5 $4.80

3/2 $5.00

8/5 $5.20

AQUEDUCT – 02/19/2026 – R8 – 50 CENT LISTED 
PICK 5 PAYS A WALLET-BUSTING - $9,182.62!
The powerful Trackpro Value Rating (TPV) algorithm 
listed the 50 cent late PICK 5 (1 x 2 x 3 x 4 x 3) at 
Aqueduct yesterday that paid a whopping $9,182.62 
for subscribers!  And the 50 cent PICK 4 (2 x 3 x 4 x 
3) paid an incredible $2,325.12!  These two fantastic 
horizontal payoffs were almost listed in the top three 

selections, except for the winner in R7 which was listed fourth in the 
handicapped report.  And what Trackpro found particularly interesting in the 
sequence is that the relatively new POWER RATING (PR) algorithm listed the 
late $2.00 Daily Double in R8 COLD which paid a hefty $181.62!  
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    AQUEDUCT – 02/19/2026 – R4 – 1ST LEG OF LISTED PICK 5 - $6.24

The winner in the first leg of the listed PICK 5 was the #8 LUCKY DUDE ($6.24).
This seven year old gelding sired by LOOKIN AT LUCKY was marked with a 
total of five powerful Trackpro Handicapping Tools!   And not only that, the TPV 
rating at 2.68 towered over the second selection by a full sixty-seven points! 
There is no point in spending too much time writing about this winner because 
the past performances clearly show there was plenty to like from a handicapping
perspective.  The Brisnet Prime Power also ranked this gelding right on top. This
gelding was showing three wins at the seven furlong distance, and was coming
off back to back wins with an improving speed rating!  And not only that, the race
two back was a “big win” demonstrating this gelding was full of run, and clearly 
in sharp form.  The Brisnet speed rating in the report at 93 was the highest from 
the listed selections, and the last workout was highly ranked also.
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   AQUEDUCT – 02/19/2026 – R5 – 2ND LEG OF LISTED PICK 5 - $21.44!

The TPV algorithm did an excellent job of handicapping R5 at Aqueduct 
yesterday listing the winner #10 CALLING AN AUDIBLE ($21.44) second in the 
report for Trackpro subscribers. This five year old mare sired by AUDIBLE was 
showing the highest listed POWER RATING (PR) in the report, and won by a  
nose at 9-1 odds to absolutely explode the horizontal payoffs! Many racing fans 
were skeptical of this contender given the three consecutive declining speed 
ratings (74-66-54), and the two consecutive out of the money finishes.  But the
TPV algorithm is very powerful and sophisticated, and thought this mare had a 
very good chance to upset the field, and it was “spot on”.  Let's be honest, the 
entire ten horse field was very weak to begin with, and in poor form for the most 
part.  But the race favorite #6 SPIRIT OF ESTHER did figure to win the most 
based on the Trackpro figures in the report.  The TPV handicapped the $2.00 
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Exacta that paid a rock solid $101.52 in the top two selections, and the listed 50 
cent Triple paid $67.90 which was listed in the top three selections. 

    AQUEDUCT – 02/19/2026 – R6 – 3RD LEG OF LISTED PICK 5 - $6.84!

The winner in R6 was the #1 BRUNCH WITH AMY ($6.84) listed third in the 
report for subscribers.  The top selection #2 MEG'S FOXY GREY was marked 
as the Best Bet (*) on the card by the TPV algorithm, but the horse ran third at 
miserable odds of just 66 cents to the dollar.  Another perfect example of the 
Trackpro 9/5 WAGERING RULE in action!  Why did the heavy favorite lose? 
Well, here is what the Daily Racing Form chart commentator wrote: “MEG'S 
FOXY GREY bumped with a rival at the start, stalked the pace on the outside of 
the leader, made a bid late on the backstretch, vied in the two path on the turn, 
led briefly in upper stretch and weakened, but held the show.” The listed $1.00 
PICK 3 (1 x 2 x 3) returned $225.34, and the listed $2.00 Daily Double (2 x 3)
paid $75.40 for subscribers. The winner #1 BRUNCH WITH AMY ($6.84) was 
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trained by Linda Rice (25.40%), and ridden by jockey Kendrick Carmouche 
(20.48%), and this horse was showing the highest Brisnet speed rating in the 
report shown above.  Also note the High J/T Win % (j) Handicapping Tool in the
report.

   AQUEDUCT – 02/19/2026 – R7 – 4TH LEG OF LISTED PICK 5 - $12.48!

Trackpro has talked about the POWER RATING / CLASS TOTAL (PRCT) in 
past newsletters, and this race provided a perfect example of this concept in 
action. The PRCT is derived by simply adding together the power rating and 
class rating for each contender. In this race, the winner #4 TEN CENT TOWN 
($12.48) earned a “three” which was the lowest and best PRCT figure from the 
listed selections.  Trackpro put considerable work and time into developing all
four ratings (Power (PR), Class (C), Bet Value (V), and Pace (P))  which are 
provided for each contender shown in the reports, and this hard work has nailed 
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plenty of double digit payoffs for subscribers.  These ratings are truly unique, 
and they are absolutely powerful indeed!  All four of these ratings clearly pointed
out the winner #4 TEN CENT TOWN ($12.48) as can be seen in the report 
shown above. The second selection in the report was the #1 SHOOT THE 
NICKEL marked as a SUPER VALUE WIN BET (SV), and this horse ran second
to complete the listed $2.00 Exacta which paid $45.78.  But Trackpro wants to 
give credit to the POWER RATING (PR) algorithm which ranked the winner on 
TOP at solid 5-1 odds!

   AQUEDUCT – 02/19/2026 – R8 – 5TH LEG OF LISTED PICK 5 - $19.86!

The winner in the last leg of the PICK 5 sequence 
was the #6 AMBITION ($19.86) listed as a 
DOUBLE OVERLAY in the report shown above! 
And not only that, this five year old horse sired by 
STREET SENSE earned the top POWER RATING 
(PR) to boot!  The listed 50 cent PICK 5 (1 x 2 x 3 
x 4 x 3) returned a wallet-busting $9,182.62 for 
subscribers! And the listed 50 cent PICK 4 returned
a hefty $2,325.12.  And the $2.00 POWER RATING

(PR) DAILY DOUBLE paid $181.62!  The TPV algorithm did an incredible job 
handicapping Aqueduct yesterday for sure!  So if racing fans are looking for a 
list of unique and overlooked selections with powerful algorithms, and tons of 
Handicapping Tools, give the Trackpro reports a try today! 
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BUY TRACKPRO A DELICIOUS CUP OF COFFEE!

If Turf Club Members enjoy reading this free Turf 
Club Newsletter, and you find it helpful in your 
handicapping and wagering, then please consider 
buying Trackpro a delicious cup of coffee! A hot cup 
of coffee keeps me going during the hours it takes to 
write and publish this newsletter. Just click here.  
Your donation is very much appreciated!

COMPREHENSIVE HANDICAPPING WORKS!

PURCHASE THE EXPERT TRACKPRO HANDICAPPING!

STEP 1: CHOOSE A SUBSCRIPTION BELOW:

• Subscription A: One handicapped report for any track ($6.00).
• Subscription B:One handicapped report for any track for three days ($15.00).
• Subscription C: One handicapped report for any track for five days ($20.00).
• Subscription D: Order all the handicapped reports for an entire meet (Get 

Quote).

STEP 2: CLICK HERE TO ORDER!

An invoice will be sent via Stripe.com which can be paid by credit card.  Reports
are emailed nightly around 6:00 P.M.  Any questions?  Just click on the order link
to send your message.
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